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Stay Informed:
Get copies of today’s slides:
healthpolicy@ucla.edu

View recent recorded seminars:
healthpolicy.ucla.edu/seminars 

Follow us on Facebook @UCLACHPR
and Twitter @UCLAchpr
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Upcoming Events

Imputation Strategies for Racial/Ethnic Data 
Disaggregation
Friday, October 8, 2021 | 10:30 a.m. – Noon PT 
Marc Elliott, PhD 
Senior Principal Researcher and 
Distinguished Chair in Statistics 
RAND Corporation

National Network of Health Surveys 
Addressing Health Equity through Data Disaggregation Workshop Series
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THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

CHIS 2020 Data Release
Ninez A. Ponce, CHIS Principal Investigator, UCLA CHPR 

Director
Todd R. Hughes, CHIS Director

September 22, 2021
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Could the CHIS 2020 Successfully Continue During a 
Pandemic, Unlike Many Large Household Surveys?
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Could the CHIS 2020 Successfully Continue During a 
Pandemic, Unlike Many Large Household Surveys?

Yes!
…and with an earlier 
annual release and 

preliminary monthly 
estimates! (AJPH 

article forthcoming)
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Using CHIS to Understand the COVID-19 Pandemic
 Multiple dashboards are available:
 2021 and 2020 CHIS COVID-19 

Preliminary Monthly Estimates
• Uses 2021 and 2020 CHIS data for 

new survey questions regarding the 
COVID-19 pandemic!

 COVID-19 Rates and Risk Factors by 
California County dashboard
 COVID-19 Rates and Risk Factors by 

California County data table
 NHPI COVID-19 Data Policy Lab 

dashboard
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What Is CHIS?
 Nation’s largest state health survey
 Most comprehensive source of health information on Californians
 Comprehensive range of health topics

• Health Status

• Health Conditions

• Mental Health

• Oral Health

• Health Behaviors

• Access to & Use of Health Care

• Health Insurance

• Employment

• Respondent Characteristics
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California Health Interview Survey (CHIS)

 California’s assessment tool to meet state and local needs for 
population-based health data
 Policy analysis, development, and advocacy
 Service and program planning
 Research

 CHIS is a collaborative project, funded by federal and state health 
agencies, California and national foundations, and others

(See healthpolicy.ucla.edu/chis/about)
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CHIS Survey
 CHIS interviews

 An adult (age 18+) in the household, adolescent (ages 12–17) if 
present, and child (ages 0–11) if present

*Completing the sample child interview first for all households is new for 2019

 CHIS conducted in multiple languages 

 English, Spanish, Chinese (both Cantonese and Mandarin dialects), 
Korean, Vietnamese, and Tagalog
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Screener Interview
Sample Child 
Interview (by 

Parent Proxy)* 

Sample Adult 
Interview 

Sample Adolescent 
Interview (with 

Parent’s 
Permission)
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2020 Data Collection Results

12

http://chis.ucla.edu/methodology
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Innovative Methods to Increase Child and Adolescent 
Interviews

CHIS 2020 demonstrated continued increases in child and adolescent 
interviews, due to methodological innovations implemented in 2019 
and the stay-at-home orders in 2020.
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Completed adolescent interviews
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CHIS 2019–2020 Data Collection Method for Adults: Address-
Based Sampling with Web and Telephone Response

Phase 1: Push-to-Web Phase 2: Telephone Nonresponse 
Follow-up
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Understanding the Impact of the 2019 CHIS Redesign on 
Trends Through 2020
 Changes observed in 2019–2020 CHIS data may be due to:
 Actual changes in the population over time
 Sample composition changes due to sampling 

frame/mode
Measurement changes for the web mode vs. telephone

 Based on evaluations conducted, CHIS feels assured that 
data users will be able to trend most variables
 When there are unanticipated shifts in trend, we encourage 

data users to interpret trends with caution
 See the full report by Brian Wells and Jiangzhou Fu at: 

http://chis.ucla.edu/methodology
15
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Improved 2020 Weighting and Re-release of 2019 CHIS data
 Enhancements for 2020 CHIS weighting:
 Separation of “South Asian, not Hispanic” from “Other Asian, not Hispanic” in 

weighting
 Improvements to child sampling probabilities and jackknife replicate weighting 

 The 2019 CHIS data are being revised to include these enhancements:
 2020 CHIS weighting improvements described above
 Revised set of 2019 population estimates from the California Department of 

Finance which most significantly impacts counts for American Indian/Alaska 
Native, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and Multi-race groups

 Today’s release of 2020 CHIS data is accompanied by a re-release of 2019 CHIS 
data in AskCHIS, as well as revised 2019 Public Use Files

16



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu

Highlights from the 2020 CHIS

Todd R. Hughes
CHIS Director
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What’s New in the 2019–2020 CHIS?

http://chis.ucla.edu/methodology
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New Adult Questionnaire Topics in 2020
• Coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, 

testing, and impacts on work and 
family

• Planned Parenthood utilization 

New Adolescent Questionnaire Topics 
in 2020
• Attitudes towards voting

http://chis.ucla.edu/methodology
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California reached health coverage 
milestone with 94% of people insured in 
2020, but access to care remains a 
challenge during the COVID-19 pandemic

Sean J. Tan
Senior Public Administration Analyst 

THE UCLA CENTER FOR HEALTH POLICY RESEARCH
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Policy Brief and Infographic
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How to Access CHIS Data

Ninez A. Ponce
CHIS Principal Investigator and UCLA CHPR Director
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What Are the CHIS Dissemination Aims?

1. Protect respondent confidentiality
2. Democratize access to data — put data into the 

hands of those who can use it
3. Reach a large and diverse audience across 

divides of technology, skills, and resources
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CHIS Dissemination
CHIS DATA
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Data Access Center (DAC)
Secure network that holds data and analysis, protecting confidentiality.

Public Use File (PUF)
Available as free download in SAS, SPSS, and STATA format.

AskCHIS
Premier online health data query tool. (Health Data All-Star – 2013)

AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition and AskCHIS NE en Español
Granular health data beyond counties (Small Area Estimates). 

Health Profiles
Reports on CHIS’most requested health topics. 
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Geographic Sample Design to Produce Direct 
Estimates for Each Sampling Stratum

 56 total geographically defined strata
3 grouped county strata containing the 17 

smallest counties (by population)
2 counties with sub-county strata
Los Angeles: 8 Service Planning Areas 

(SPAs)
San Diego: 6 Health Regions

Remaining 39 counties each form their 
own individual strata
Lower levels of geography require 2 years 

of data to produce modeled estimates
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Data Across Geographies

State

Counties (Sampling Strata)

Assembly Senate Congress

Cities Zip Codes

AskCHIS

AskCHIS
Neighborhood
Edition
(Updated every 
two years)

Now Available: Census Tracts

Now with 
2020 

CHIS data!

2019-
2020 CHIS 

data 
coming in 
mid-2022
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Census Tract Estimates in AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition
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AskCHIS On-Demand Learning Center
Fast, free tutorials on how to use AskCHIS and 

AskCHIS Neighborhood Edition©

http://chis.ucla.edu/CHIStraining

Brief: Digestible, 10-minute 
segments!
Simple: Designed for those 
who have no experience or 
those who want to brush up 
on their skills.
Available 24/7: You can get 
the help you need when and 
how you need it!

The tutorials cover:
 How to do a basic query
 Displaying data visually
 How to export your data in 

a variety of formats
 Confidence intervals, 

pooling, statistical stability, 
and much more!
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Please visit us at chis.ucla.edu
Special thanks to our data collection partner 
SSRS, our content partner PHI, the members of 
our Advisory Board and committees, and the rest 
of the UCLA CHPR CHIS team:

Julian Aviles
Rogelio Batas
Jason Frost
Jiangzhou Fu
Parneet Ghuman

Zebry Jiang
Andrew Juhnke
Royce Park
Dana Paycao
Jacob Rosalez

Sean Tan
Flor Vásquez
YuChing Yang
Jiyoun Yoo
Eileen Zhou

44



THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH INTERVIEW SURVEY (CHIS)

chis.ucla.edu

Questions?
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